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Customer: JVC KENWOOD
Meeting Day : 2026.03.27
Meeting Method : Visit
Meeting Agenda : I accompanied A&W executives to visit Mr. Ishibashi, the radio developer, to confirm the latest development plans for professional radio equipment.
Whether the results of the meeting achieved the expected purpose: Yes

Participants:
· JVCKENWOOD Corporation:
[bookmark: _Hlk210737987]Engineering & Design Division,
  Advanced Engineering Department 2 Group3
· Jun Ishibashi : Expert

Summary:
· I checked the latest status with JKC regarding the EC development for business radios that they were requested to do in January.
· Ishibashi-san said that the evaluation board is ready, but development is suspended because approval for the provision of the evaluation environment from Qualcomm and the non-applicability certificate for exporting the evaluation board are not yet available.
· Ishibashi-san said that while the initial plan was mass production at the end of March, the latest status is that mass production will be in May, but not all functions (including EC functions) will be included, and functions will be added in a M/W version upgrade after mass production.
· I checked the latest status with EC provider vendors, including A&W.
· Ishibashi-san said that A&W and another company are S/W Solutions for SOCs, and for the reasons mentioned above, the development of EC samples is pending.
· Ishibashi-san mentioned that another module vendor initially stated that EC support would be difficult with their module-integrated DSP, but recently responded that it might be possible, and that they were awaiting a response regarding feasibility.
· I inquired about the cost-effectiveness of A&W, but Ishibashi-san replied that priority was mass production as quickly as possible, and he hadn't compared costs.
· Last time, I requested an introduction to A&W's BT Stack for a department in the same wireless equipment division that needed BT Stack, but they declined, as they were considering a different solution.
· However, Ishibashi-san revealed that the BT Stack department was interested in BT mesh functionality, so I requested an introduction to A&W's BT Solution again.
· Wireless equipment division also develops headsets in-house, and while their previous products used BT complete modules, they may consider HCI module products in the future to support mesh functionality.
Detailed discussion:
[Confirmation of the development environment setup status for EC samples for business radio equipment.]
· I checked the status of the sublicense from Qualcomm for EC sample development and the non-applicability determination documents for EVB export.
· Ishibashi-san replied that neither was progressing as they were waiting for a response from the vendor.
· I also checked if other competitors were in the same situation.
· Ishibashi-san replied that A&W and one other company were in the same situation.
· Ishibashi-san explained that one Wifi/BT vendor initially said that EC support was not possible with the DSP in the chip, but then said it might be possible, and they are currently waiting for a response.
· I confirmed the latest production schedule for the product.
· Ishibashi-san said that mass production would begin in May, but with a limited set of features, and that a later version upgrade was planned.
· I also confirmed whether the EC function would be compatible with the version upgrade, and Ishibashi-san answered yes.
· I requested that his supervisor be present, but Ishibashi-san apologized, saying that a problem had arisen and his supervisor could not be present.
· I inquired about the provision of the development environment.
· Ishibashi-san said that the NDA with Qualcomm had not yet been signed.
· Ishibashi-san also said that they were waiting for the vendor to provide the non-applicability determination documents for export to Taiwan.
· Perry-san asked about the products that would be using EC, and Ishibashi-san answered business radio equipment.
· Perry-san asked about video camcorders.
· Ishibashi-san replied that another department was no longer developing them.
· Perry-san asked if dashcams were being developed.
· Perry-san understood that the dashcam was part of the in-car business division.
· I asked about the pricing between the three companies.
· Ishibashi-san replied that pricing had not yet been considered.
· Ishibashi-san said that while they are in the advanced technology department, they only handle wireless technology.
· Perry-san asked if most wireless devices are equipped with ECNR functionality.
· Ishibashi-san said that NR is equipped.
· He explained that EC was necessary because this wireless device has bidirectional simultaneous communication.
· Perry-san asked if a BT headset was also necessary for the wireless device.
· Ishibashi-san replied that they develop BT headsets in-house.
· Perry-san asked if the BT built into the BT headset was a complete module.
· Ishibashi-san replied that it was not, and that it was an HCI type BlueG.
· I explained that I had previously asked Ishibashi-san to introduce me to the BT Team in the wireless device department, but he had declined.
· I explained to Perry-san that this transceiver was for business use.
· Ishibashi-san explained that while their in-house developed Bluetooth headsets have previously used a Complete module, they are considering adopting an HCI module for their next product.
· I asked the department developing the next product for their in-house developed Bluetooth headsets to introduce them to the A&W BT Stack.
· Ishibashi-san said that they were already considering another solution and had inquired about A&W's introduction, but were turned down.
· Perry-san asked if there was still a chance.
· Perry-san asked if he needed any special features for his BT handset.
· I introduced A&W to them, explaining that they also have handset solutions for 2-wheel BT systems.
· A&W requested to be allowed to introduce their solutions again if JKC needed custom specifications for their BT handset.
· Ishibashi-san showed interest in BT mesh functionality and said there might be an opportunity if A&W could introduce a specific solution.
· According to Ishibashi-san, he said something like he wanted to connect multiple Bluetooth handsets via mesh networking during a motorcycle tour so that they could communicate with each other.

[A&W BT Mesh Technology Introduction]
· Perry-san presented an overview of the A&W technology roadmap.
· Perry-san then presented an overview of BT mesh.
· Perry-san explained that JKC's BT handset application likely involves network grouping of BT handsets.
· Perry-san communicated this to Morishita-san in Chinese, who mentioned that one application of mesh is communication between lines of cars.
· Perry-san explained that if JKC wants to support voice in addition to data with BT handsets, customization will be necessary.
· Perry-san explained that A&W can provide mesh channels, but the type of data to be supported will need to be discussed with JKC.
· Mingfa-san further presented examples of mesh applications.
· Morishita-san translated Mingfa-san's explanation into Japanese, mentioning that there is a demand for using mesh in systems such as garden watering systems.
· Perry-san described an example of mesh as an application for long-distance BT data transfer.
· I asked if JKC was considering the above mesh application, and if so, I would like to introduce them to A&W's solution.
· Perry-san explained that A&W's BT Solution has a modular structure, allowing for rapid development and sample provision in response to customer custom requests.
· I asked whether the BT handset's chip was an MCU or an SOC.
· Ishibashi-san explained that it's an MCU, and that BT stacks are often provided by MCU vendors.
· I asked if the above chip could support mesh functionality, and Ishibashi-san replied that he didn't know.
· Ishibashi-san said that existing BT handsets use a BT Complete Module and are currently in mass production.
· He said that for the next BT handset, they are considering a product with BT H/W built into the MCU, and while it supports LE-Audio, he doesn't think it supports mesh functionality.
· Perry-san explained that if mesh audio functionality is required, a special design is needed, not a complete module.
· I asked the BT Team if I could introduce A&W's mesh functionality again.

Action Item:
· A&W
· I will take on the challenge of presenting A&W's BT Mesh Solution for BT handsets to the JKC's Radio Department BT Team.
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