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Customer: Sony Corporation
Meeting Day : 2025.11.20
Meeting Method : Visit
Meeting Agenda : We visited Sony's automotive division to introduce A&W Solutions and confirm Sony's automotive equipment development plans.
Meeting Purpose : Same as above
Whether the results of the meeting achieved the expected purpose: Yes

Participants:
· Sony Corporation:
System Software Technology Center,
Software Technology Division 1, Department 3
Kenji Kirigaya : Senior Software Manager

Summary:
· Sony Automotive does not have any plans for the next Sony-branded H/U products.
· Reason is that Sony Automotive will focus on OEM audio products (AMPs, speakers, ECNR, etc.) going forward. (Not H/U)
· Sony Honda Mobility is also a Sony customer, but Sony Honda Mobility develops IVI products itself, and Sony supplies AMPs, speakers, etc.
· Due to the above circumstances, there is no immediate demand for BT Stack or other A&W solutions.
· However, Kirigaya-san made the following request:
>This year, an event will be held to identify security holes by white hacker in mass-produced Sony products equipped with the A&W BT Stack.
· Sony have been asked to provide the same support as this year if a defect occurs in the A&W BT Stack, and A&W have agreed.
>Kirigaya-san is interested in the latest trends in BT Stack and other A&W Solutions in preparation for resuming IVI product development in the future, and expressed a desire to continue exchanging information.

Detailed discussion:
[Introducing the latest status of Sony's automotive division]
· Kirigaya-san introduced the status of the Sony Group's automotive division.
· Kirigaya-san introduced Sony's OEM customers in addition to its consumer products.
· Kirigaya-san noted that the USA is a major customer for Sony products.
· Kirigaya-san introduced the following products that use the A&W BT Stack:
· XAV9500ES, XAV-AX8500
· Kirigaya-san explained the company's history in the MOP business, citing Ford as its main customer.
· He introduced the company's main products as external amplifiers.
· Kirigaya-san said that current OEM clients include India, China, Afila, and MOP, where Sony's audio technology is utilized.
· Kirigaya-san explained that Sony's focus in the OEM MOP business going forward will be on audio products such as amplifiers, speakers, and DSPs.
· Kirigaya-san explained that Sony will continue to sell existing consumer Sony-branded products and has no plans to develop new products.
· Kirigaya-san said he would like to continue exchanging information with A&W about wireless solutions.

[Request for future support and cooperation for A&W]
· Last year's hacking event revealed a defect in the A&W BT stack installed in Sony Display Audio, which has now been fixed.
· Unfortunately, the hacking event is being held again this year, and the following products are being targeted:
Sony: XAV9500
ALPINE: iLX-F511
JKC: DNR1007XR
· Of course, Sony responded to last year's findings by providing the latest software (including the BT stack), and there are currently no issues.
· However, it is possible that white hat hackers will attempt hacking using other methods this year as well.
· If the defect is discovered, Sony has stated that it will have to request A&W to fix the BT stack again.
· Perry-san replied that, of course, A&W will respond.
· I asked if Sony developed Afila's IVI system.
· Kirigaya-san replied that Sony was not involved (in development).
· Perry-san said he believed Honda Mobility developed Afila's IVI system directly.
· Sony said it would provide Afila with the AMP, speaker, and DSP.
· I asked which SI Honda Mobility ordered the IVI system from.
· Kirigaya-san replied that he did not know the details.
· I explained that I had heard that Honda Mobility develops all of its own software, and Kirigaya-san said that that was their policy.
· Kirigaya-san again said that the products Sony would provide to Afila were the AMP and speaker hardware.
· Perry-san understood that Sony was not involved in Honda Mobility's IVI system, and that Sony developed its commercial products in-house.

[Introducing A&W's latest solutions]
· Perry-san explained that Sony currently uses Alango ECNR, but A&W also has ECNR and can provide a total solution including CP/AA.
· I gave an overview of A&W's command line solution, and explained that if Sony requests updated BT functions in the future, BT control will be easier than before.
· Kirigaya-san asked whether Qualcomm is strong in Wi-Fi/BT chips.
· Perry-san explained that Qualcomm, Infineon, and NXP are the three major vendors in the automotive market.
· Kirigaya-san understood that the CP/AA solution supports both wireless and wired connections.
· Kirigaya-san said that Sony engineers had a hard time with the above switchover.
· Kirigaya-san said he wanted to know the latest developments in IOP TEST. 
(This is because, in the past, mobile operating systems were proliferated, and now they've been consolidated into iOS and Android.)
· Mingfa-san presented materials explaining that while the OS has been consolidated into iOS and Android, the IOP TEST situation remains unchanged due to requests for BT Stack, such as the ability to connect multiple devices.
· For example, he said, the IOP TEST situation remains unchanged because behavior differs between different OS versions.
· Perry-san explained that A&W is the best vendor for IOP TEST.
· Finally, we showed a demo of CP/AA and demonstrated that it has been tested.
· Perry-san explained that A&W's CP/AA solution utilizes Apple and Google's plugin solutions, and that when plugins are updated, A&W can support the new plugin library within about two weeks.

Action Item:
· A&W
· This year, if any defects are found in the A&W BT Stack built into Sony products during the hacking event, A&W will provide prompt support.
· Although Sony is not developing any new IVI products, they are interested in the CP/AA Solution and will continue to follow up on new product planning.
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